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West Attica 
Fairville Lab 
is a community in 
the making. It aims to 
map and address the socio-
environmental inequalities 

in the ‘backyard’ areas of 
Athens, by giving voice to local 
actors and their aspirations. 
The broader goals are to: 
1) enhance the visibility 
of local actors and 
initiatives, 
2) provide local community 
support and contribute to 
advocacy schemes, and 
3) co-produce a 
participatory Atlas with 
citizens, environmental activists, 
researchers, local community 
organisations, school communities, 
local authorities officials and 
other key local actors, that will 
serve as a source of critical 
information on the poorly 
documented environmental 
justice issues in West Attica 
and will be used for the co-
creation of concrete policy 
proposals.
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* ‘Local workshops’ are organised by the West Attica FV lab core 
team (commonspace together with key local actors) as successive 
cycles of discussions, participatory research and mapping ac-
tivities that focus on specific contextualized environmental 
issues and inequalities. 

West AtticA demonstrAtes 
significAnt environmentAl 
And sociAl vulnerAbilities, 
AccompAnied by multiple 
contrAdictions And fierce 
conflicts. Among the mAjor 
contested issues in the 
AreA stAnds the operAtion 
of fyli lAndfill And its 
s o c i o - e n v i r o n m e n t A l 
implicAtions. 

Fyli landfill and its surrounding facilities 
operate as the only official waste management 
infrastructure for the city of Athens and the 
broader Attica region. Thus, about half of the 
country’s population rely on Fyli for the dis-
posal and processing of their waste.

The continuous expansion of Fyli landfill 
since decades and the waste treatment prac-
tices applied in its surrounding infrastruc-
tural complex have been linked to severe 
environmental degradation of the area and 
raise health concerns. For the governance of 
the waste infrastructure in Fyli different 
levels of authorities – central, regional, lo-
cal - are implicated and interrelated.

The landfill is lo-
cated at the eastern 
part of West Attica 
(Fyli municipality) 
in great proximi-
ty to residential 
areas (Nea Zoi, Ano 
Liosia, Kamatero). 
Since the 90s Fyli 
landfill receives 
hundreds of tons of 
garbage annually. 
Through successive 
expansions and 
transformations 
this site has become 
an ever-growing ar-
tificial mountain 
of buried waste.

     West Front (‘Dytiko Metopo’ 
in Greek) is a socio-environmental move-
ment active in West Attica for more than 
20 years now. Its members focus their 
actions against the current waste man-
agement policies. They demand for the 
immediate and final closure of Fyli 
landfill and the establishment of de-
centralized waste management in Athens 
Metropolitan Area, with emphasis on the 
minimization of disposals.

  ‘Fyli landfill’ becomes 
the first topic of in-
depth discussion, collec-
tive research and co-pro-
duction. West Attica FV 
Lab goes to Fyli area 
and expands its net-
work, by involving res-
idents  from Ano Liosia 
and other areas close to 
the landfill and members 
of the local socio-envi-
ronmental group ‘West 
Front’. Through a series 
of ‘local workshops’* in 
Ano Liosia (mostly host-
ed by “proastio art cen-
tre”) local residents and 

activists come in dia-
logue with further ac-
tors from West Attica and 
interested researchers, 
and exchange knowledge, 
thoughts and ideas about 
the waste management 
policies in the area. Aim 
is to collectively unrav-
el the past and the pres-
ent socio-political real-
ity of Fyli landfill, to 
give visibility to this 
story and to take action 
towards addressing the 
associated environmen-
tal and social inequali-
ties at the local context. 
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    The first ‘local workshop’ of West 
Attica FV Lab dedicated to Fyli land-
fill took place in Kamatero with 
residents and local activists. There 
initiated the discussion about the 
economic and political dimensions 
of waste management in Attica re-
gion,  the longstanding history of 
Fyli landfill, and its social, envi-
ronmental and health implications 
at the local level. 
     The narration of the landfill’s 
development story by a local envi-
ronmental activist (Thomas B.),  was 
followed by a long conversation 
about the uneven waste management 
in Attica region, the associated so-
cial inequalities and the prospects 
for future solutions.  
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             ‘Waste Governance’ 
The interplay and the agreements be-
tween the regional and local governance 
levels allow for the landfill’s develop-
ment and terms of operation. A regional 
entity - the Waste Management Author-
ity of Attica (ESDNA) - is in charge of 
the respective management and planning 
across Attica, the environmental assess-
ments, the distribution of compensatory 
money, whereas the Fyli municipality 
gives the permission for new expansions 
and is responsible for the implementa-
tion of countervailing measures.

   Among the issues that 
dominated the dialogue 
at the first West Attica 
FV Lab ‘local workshop’ 
were the environmental 
harm of the landfill in 
the area, the health im-
pacts (incl. odours) and 
the compensatory meas-
ures. Particular empha-
sis was given on the 
proposals and future 
scenarios: decentralized 
waste management, reduc-
tion of the generated 
waste volume, pressure 
and visibility in the me-
dia, class action against 
spesific policies. 

The history of the landfill 
is very complex. It involves 
huge interests, intrigues, 

resistance, and unfortunately, 
a long future ahead.

What we know as Fyli 
landfill is not just a landfill. 
It is a tremendous facility that 
has received over 150 million 
cubic meters of garbage. 
It includes the only hazardous 
medical waste incinerator in 
Greece, the only waste pro-
cessing plant in Attica, leach-
ate treatment units, a biogas 
processing plant, and an 
uncontrolled landfill site that 
has been operating like this for 
25 years. It is by far the 
largest facility in Europe and 
one of the largest in the world. 
This facility has made a 
decisive contribution to the 
environmental and social 
degradation of western Athens 
and West Attica, because it 
has acted as a magnet for 
hundreds of other facilities 
with related activities. 
Fyli landfill has created 
conditions of environmental 
racism in West Attica.
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The discussion about Fyli land-
fill turns into a debate on the 
regional waste management in 
Attica ...

... Strong feelings of injustice and dis-
crimination against West Attica and its 
inhabitants can be traced throughout the 
conversation. The meeting closes within an 
atmosphere of widespread concern.
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      The second ‘local workshop’, in Ano Liosia this 
time, was a participatory process of collecting local 
knowledge insights about the landfill (historical 
evolution – current situation – future expectations). 
A timeline diagram with noted information from the 
previous meeting, combined with a base map of Fyli 
landfill were the background for adding notes. Dur-
ing the process we recorded historical facts blend-
ed with personal memories and narratives, and dis-
cussed about recent and upcoming developments. 
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At first it was land. 
In the 1960s a local open dump was operating in the site. 
In 1991 it was transformed into the only formal landfill 
for the entire Attica region. 
Since then, and through multiple institutional and 
technical interventions, it has become an ever-growing 
waste management infrastructure. 

spAtiAl expAntion 
of fyli lAndfill over time
(Work in progress)

* Notes collected during 
WA FV Lab ‘Timemachine’ workshop.
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mApping WAste mAnAgement 
infrAstrActure in fyli 
(Work in progress)
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chronicle 
of officiAl
studies 
(Work in progress)

Fyli Landfill 
‘Timemachine’ 
The timeline co-created during the workshop was 
structured in 4 different layers of analysis: 
• Institutional Acts
• Spatial Development with references on the land-

fill base map
• Significant Events, related to environmental/ 

health aspects and serving as a magnifying glass 
of inequalities and degradation

• Bottom Up Initiatives  

   ‘Timemachine’ workshop 
was at the same time a 
collective process of re-
cording the landfill’s 
story, an open seminar 
for participants that 
knew less by partici-
pants that remembered 
more, and a base for in-
depth discussion about 
the recent and ongoing 
developments, as well as 
exchange of future aspi-
rations. 

Beyond the narration 
and perception of past 
events, the conversation 
turned into a call for 
action and change in the 
present. Open questions 
were raised regarding 
the compensation funds 
provided to Fyli munic-
ipality and the absence 
of offsetting measures, 
while big part of the dis-
cussion revolved around 
the health issue and the 
urgent need for an accu-
rate public epidemiolog-
ical study.  
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While talking about future scenarios,  
questions on reparation emerge ...
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14/04/2024

Ano Liosia //West Attica

Residential Area in Fyli Municipality 

Exact Location: proastio art centre

‘landfill in the Altas’ 
  The next ‘Local workshop’ was a 
brainstorming session on the Atlas 
of environmental inequalities of 
West Attica, that will be gradual-
ly co-produced by West Attica FV Lab. 
This time at “proastio art centre” 
backyard we started the discussion 
about the scope, form and content of 
the Atlas: as a means to synthesize, 
and demonstrate the information 
collected and co-created by the Lab 
and as a tool to support its upcom-
ing actions. 
   This first brainstorming session 
focused both on the general format 
of the Atlas, and on the documenta-
tion of the landfill case and waste 
management in the area. A
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the documentAry 
“AtheniAn mAteriAl” 
is A story About fyli 
lAndfill And About 
the people Who live 
Around And Within it. 
the director, lAure 
vermeersch, describes 
it is “A poeticAl Attempt 
to oppose our bodies As 
people - poor, scAvenger, 
Artist, environmentAlist 
– to A cAtAstrophe.” 

  We watched this 
story among its pro-
tagonists in Ano 
Liosia at proastio 
art centre - one of 
the places where the 
filming took place. 
In this setting the 
images and concerns, 
that “Athenian Ma-
terial” conveys in 
a sharp and poetic 
manner, became more 
intense and current. 
  In the discussion 
with the director 
(Laure  Vermeersch) 
that followed, the documentary participants 
talk about this experience. Referring to the res-
idents’ performance scene, Gogontina describes 
a manifestation of anger and an attempt to ex-
press the sense of stagnation through movement. 
The participants explain what it feels like to 
live close to the landfill and highlight the 
inaction in face of the ongoing “environmental 
catastrophe in Fyli”. Their speech reveals in-
dignation and disappointment, similar to what 
we see in the screen. 
    Today, seven years after the filming of “Athe-
nian Material”, the situation at Fyli landfill is 
deteriorating: the volume of garbage continues 
to grow, environmental degradation is spread-
ing and demands for alternative solutions re-
main unanswered. One question dominates our 
discussion in Ano Liosia: how to reverse the 
situation and how   to achieve environmental 
justice.



26

It‛s very different to say 
there is a landfill or see it up 
close…. When we went there, 
it was shock, it was silence, it 

was grief.

“The question is whether the fate of this place can now be 
changed. Most likely it cannot. However, the worst can be 
prevented. It ultimately depends on whether civil society 
will accept the worst. 
As for the landfill in Fyli, we believe that it should be com-
pletely closed down and the area should be integrated in an 
environmental rehabilitation programme.”

Thomas B.,
West Front member

Gogontina,
Ano Liosia resident 

This story is a product of 
collaborative work of about 
45 people that took part in 
the West Attica FV Lab local 
workshops from February to 
May 2024.

Special thanks are 
given to Thomas B. and 
Gogontina for sharing 
valuable knowledge and 
contributing significantly 
in the organisation of the 
workshops.
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