


This project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon Europe research and innovation programme under the grant agreement No. 101094991. Views and opinions expressed

are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.

[EZ]
Bla
G

FAIRVILLE

commonspace

West Attica

Fairville 1ab
is a community in
the making. It aims to

map and address the SOcio-
environmental inequalities

in the ‘backyard areas of

Athens, vy giving voice to local
actors and their aspirations.
The broader goals are to:

1) enhance the Visibility
of local actors and
initiatives,

2) provide local community
support and contribute to
advocacy schemes, and

%) co-produce a

participatory Atlas with
citizens, environmental activists,
researchers, local community
organisations, school communities,
local authorities offi cials and
other key local actors, that will
serve as a source of critical
information on the poorly

documented environmental
justice issues in West Attica
and will be used for the co-
creation of concrete policy
proposals.



WEST ATTICA, LOCATED ON THE WESTERN
EDGE OF ATHENS, FUNCTIONS AS THE
SYMBOLIC AND MATERIAL “BACKYARD”
OF THE GREEK CAPITAL.

The area has historical-
ly developed as a recepta-
cle for the city's excesses,
absorbing activities and
infrastructures deemed
undesirable for the metro-
politan core. 0il refi ner-
ies, heavy industries, waste
management facilities, and
sprawling logistics hubs
dominate its physical land-
scape, alongside a multi-
tude of informal and often
illegal activities, such as
unregulated waste disposal.
These operations, vital for
sustaining Athens’ economy,
are simultaneously destruc-
tive to wWest Attica’s envi-
ronment and communities.
Severe underground water
pollution, persistent air
contamination, and visible
degradation of the natu-
ral environment reveal the
long-standing consequenc-
es of (dedindustrialization
pathways and waste accumu-
lation. Thus, over decades,
this region has been shaped
as a dumping ground hidden
from the city’s gaze.




West Attica Fairville
Lab operates within the
region of West Attica, and
it focuses specifically
on the plain of Thriasio,
the municipalities of
Fyli (Ano Iiosia), Aspro-
pyrgos and Elefsina. This
area 1is sparsely popu-
lated and demonstrates
signifi cant environmen-

ECONOMIC INEQUALITIES

tal and social vulnera-
bilities. In terms of set-
tlement patterns, beyond
the three primary urban
centers of the 3 munic-
ipalities, the Thriasio
Plain includes several
informal settlements, no-
tably the Romani commu-
nities of Nea Zoi, Neokti-
sta, and Sofo.

Due to the historical processes of industrialization
and deindustrialization, West Attica has experienced

a continuous fl ux of
capital and people. The
out fl ow of industry and
capital has led to a de-
cline in job opportunities,
resulting in exorbitantly
high unemployment rates
in the municipalities of
West Attica, particularly
Aspropyrgos and Fyli.

FYLI IS THE POOREST
MUNICIPALITY OF
ATTICA REGION
WHILE ASPROPYRGOS
IS THE ONE WITH
THE HIGHEST
UNEMPLOYMENT
RATES.

SOCIAL
INEQUALITIES

The structural violence of
(dedindustrialization has
created new spatial and
temporal relations, includ-
ing informal housing, slums,
shantytowns, and limited or

no access to social infra-
structure. This has exac-
erbated social marginal-
ization, with some of West
Attica’s population becoming
increasingly marginalized
(e.g., the Roma communities in
the area, who often work as
waste pickers).

ENVIRONMENTAL
INEQUALITIES

West Attica has historically been marked
by "invisible socio-environmental in-
equalities,” including: a) Landfill op-
erations in Fyli, b) Industrial develop-
ment with severe environmental impacts
in Elefsina and Aspropyrgos, ¢) Informal
settlements, logistic hubs and land use
con fl icts in Aspropyrgos. These inequal-
ities continue to expand, perpetuating

a socio-environmental injustice
regime in the area. This is due to

the interplay between regional and lo-
cal governance levels and the lack of
transparency regarding environmental
assessments, epidemiological data, and
countermeasures.
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Thriasio Plain has for
centuries been a fertile
ground for agricultural
activities, based on ce-
reals, olives, and vine-
yards. Its strategic lo-
cation, supported by the
availability of land and
labour, enabled rapid in-
dustrial expansion. High-
ways connecting Athens
with the Peloponnese and
western Greece, together
with sea access through
the commercial port of
Elefsina, facilitated the

HIDDEN BEHIND
MOUNT EGALEON
IN NORTHWEST
ATHENS, THRIASIO
PLAIN EVOLVED
FROM A FERTILE
AGRICULTURAL
LANDSCAPE INTO ONE
OF GREECE’S MOST
INDUSTRIALIZED
REGIONS.

growth of heavy industry
along the coastline from
the late 19th century on-
ward. During the 20th cen-
tury, refineries, metal-
lurgy, cement plants, and
shipyards, supplemented
by smaller industries,
crafts, and warehouses,
steadily eroded agricul-
tural viability. At the
same time, networked in-
frastructures and logis-
tics hubs were expanded to
serve production, and dis-
tribution. Elefsina is the
main urban centre of the
region, concentrating ser-
vices, commerce, and lei-
sure functions. Today, the
connections between Elef-
sina and the surrounding
smaller urban poles are
fragmented, while most of
the coastline is occupied
by former industrial com-
plexes and disused port
facilities.

The region is home to com-
munities largely composed
of low-income groups, in-
dustrial workers, immi-
grants, and Romani popu-
lations, many of whom live
in precarious and infor-
mal settlements. Excluded
from formal employment,
Romani residents are sub-
jected to harmful forms of
work, often around waste.
Pushed into the informal
economy and recycling,
they become an integral
part of the production
chain while being exposed
daily to toxic substances
and environmental haz-
ards. Job insecurity in-
tersects with precarious
housing conditions and
lack of access to educa-
tion and other basic ser-
vices and goods. Environ-

WEST ATTICA
EXHIBITS LOW
POPULATION
DENSITY, LOW CIVIC
COHESION, AND
ENDURING SOCIAL
VULNERABILITIES.

mental degradation and
social  marginalization
are sealed and intensified
through systematic stig-
matization and instanc-
es of institutional and
police arbitrariness. In
this way, a regime of per-
manent uncertainty and
exclusion is entrenched,
where the very notion of
citizenship is put into
question.
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WEST ATTICA SERVES
AS THE WASTE HUB OF
THE GREEK CAPITAL.

A vast waste infrastruc-
ture - the sole legal dis-
posal site for the entire
Attica region that re-
ceives the refuse of near-
ly half Greece’s popula-
tion, has been operating
for decades in Fyli Mu-
nicipality. This extensive
waste management complex
of 300 hectares includes
one of the biggest land-
fills in Europe and sev-
eral waste processing
facilities, receiving 55
thousand tons of waste
daily. Around the land-
fi1l, uncontrolled waste
disposals, private-sector
recysling plants and in-
dustrial waste operations,
have become integral com-
ponents of a broader waste
landscape.

The combination of large-
scale waste infrastruc-
ture, informal and illegal
activities, and intensive
industrial use has heav-
ily degraded the local
environment, increasing
the area’s exposure to eco-
logical hazards and cli-
mate-related risks.

-OdNI ANNOADIADVL-

PRONE TO
ECOLOGICAL
HAZARDS

AND CLIMATE
RISKS, SUCH

AS RECURRENT
FLOODING AND
WILDFIRES, WEST
ATTICA HAS BEEN
IDENTIFIED AS

ONE OF THE MOST
VULNERABLE AREAS
TO THE IMPACTS OF
CLIMATE CHANGE *.

* Regional Plan of Attica for Climate
Change Adaptation (RePACC, 2020)
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The Fairville
project in West
Attica aims to
foster the forma-
tion of an active
network of local
communities, with
the goal of ex-
ploring and map-
ping spatial and
social inequali-
ties across dif-
ferent areas and
neighborhoods,

WEST ATTICA FV LAB
SEEKS TO BRING
TOGETHER EXISTING
COMMUNITIES, LOCAL
SOCIO-ENVIRONMENTAL
MOVEMENTS, CULTURAL
GROUPS, AND
RESEARCHERS TO MAP,
ANALYSE AND HOPEFULLY
OVERCOME PARTS OF THE
HISTORICAL INEQUALITIES
IN THE AREA.

The first meeting of the West Attica
FVLab took place in Elefsina with 26
participants. After a round of intro-
ductions, the discussion focused on
the Participatory Atlas idea, and on
the ways we could map inequalities
and support collective action in the
region. Participants broadly support-
ed setting the focus on the Thriasio
Plain, and noted the challenges of
measuring inequalities among vari-
ous scales. Attention to three main
dimensions was proposed: environ-
ment, housing, and vulnerability to
climate change. In shaping the Atlas,
participants stressed the need to go

-NOLLVIWEOAL dV'I-

and of taking collective action to address the re-
gions multilevel environmental justice issues. To
build the west Attica Fairville Lab network and to
collectively shape its future actions and workshops,
the first steps involved:

(1) reaching out to key local actors, namely members
of socio-environmental movements, and

(2) launching an online open call addressed to those
who live or work in the area, or who engage with West
Attica through research, artistic, or activist initi-

beyond environmental data, calling
for mapping social inequalities, mi-
nority presence, and residents’ per-
spectives through active engagement.
Concerns were raised about reaching
local communities, especially the
most vulnerable ones, with schools
mentioned as possible entry points.
The Atlas was ultimately seen as
both an observatory and a tool for

atives. mobilization.
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The Atlas of West Attica will look
very different in two, three years
from now, due to the new planned
projects that will cause even
broader environmental damage.

How can the call
reach residents, especially
vulnerable groups?
Beyond data collection and
mapping, concrete actions
are needed to empower local
communities.

How do we understand
environmental inequalities
in West Attica? Which are
the needs, the communities
and the resources?

14 15




During the initial
phase of FVlabs oper-
ation, we made sever-
al trips to West Attica,
driving along the pro-

> 9 - vincial roads that trav-
6 Q . .

- ) erse the vast industrial
“1\“ 92 “2'4 landscapes of the Thri-

<
-

S"“‘L\“ \‘(; asio Plain and walking
‘ ‘l alongside local key ac-

, R
‘L\\‘L“ \ ; “‘C N tors in the informal

1Y settlements and urban
‘\T‘%b‘ ! Q0 " neighbourhoods.  These
- :““‘JS field visits offered val-

‘A Sk e’ uable insights, allowing
) ‘T‘b - us to gain a deeper un-

derstanding of the area’s
social fabric and the
pressing environmental
challenges it faces.
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Although the area is a crossing point for hun-
dreds of commuters and travellers that move
from Athens to Peloponnese and western Greece
via Attiki Odos, it remains mostly unknown to
those who don't live or work there.
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Following  the  provincial
roads, guided by the environ-
mental inspector from the Re-
gional Department, we came
across numerous trucks, a few
cars, and people either on
foot or in light vehicles, en-
gaged in waste collection or
seemingly living nearby. In
the sparsely populated set-
tlements at the end of a dirt
road, we felt that we stood
out among the locals and were
quickly noticed. If you don't
"belong" there (in other words,
if you have nothing to do with
factories, logistics centres,
or dumps) then you've probably
taken the wrong road.

¢20c 1970300
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Informal Settlement
Sofo, Aspropyrgos
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On 2410.202k, the wWest At-
tica Fairville Lab organized
a guided community visit to
the waste Management Facili-
ty in Fyli. Despite its magni-
tude, the site remains hard-
ly accessible to the public.
By catching a glimpse be-
hind the barbed-wire fence,
the visit aimed to gain a
deeper understanding of the
waste management operations
in West Attica. At the same
time, it was an opportunity
to bring the community in di-
alogue with employees work-
ing at the facility.
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As West Attica Fvlab

deepens its connections
with local communities,

the scope of its work is
becoming more focused. The
analysis of "invisible socio-
environmental inequalities”
in West Attica narrows down
to specifi ¢ contextualized
issues, such as the Fyli
Landfi 11 operation and the
broader waste management
practices in Ano Liosia,

the industrial development
and its environmental
impacts in Elefsina, and the
informal Romani settlements
in Aspropyrgos. These
issues, identifi ed as major
"environmental injustice"
concerns by local actors,
will become the topics of
dialogue and collective
research and the thematic
focus areas of the co-
produced Atlas.
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