Socio-spatial Inequalities and Spatial Justice

Not Welcome!

Jerémy Geeraert (activist & anthropologist) and Sylvain Adam (architect & graphic artist)

geeraert.j@gmail.com, sylvainadamss@gmail.com
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Scapes

Navigating citizenship through
European landscapes of criminalisation

EXTRACT:

THESE BOATS CAN FORGET
ABOUT REACHING ITALY,
I WANT TO STOP
THE MAFIA AND
TRAFFICKING BUSINESS.

SALVINI, ITALIAN

"A SEARCH & RESCUE MISSION
MEDITERRANEAN SEA"

IN THE

THE ETHNOGRAPHIC STORY “NOT WELCOME!” IS
PART OF A LARGER RESEARCH PROJECT |IN
ANTHROPOLOGY ABOUT THE CRIMINALISATION OF
ACTIVISM AND SOLIDARITY TOWARD MIGRANTS.

INTERIOR MINISTER

IN THIS RESEARCH, JEREMY GEERAERT
INTERVIEWED SEARCH AND RESCUE ACTIVISTS AND
PARTICIPATED IN THE ACTIVITY OF THE NGO
MISSION LIFELINE (BASED IN DRESDEN IN EASTERN
GERMANY). THIS IS HOW HE MET THORSTEN, THE
SECOND OFFICER ON THE RESCUE SHIP ELEONORE
AND THE MAIN PROTAGONIST OF THIS STORY.

THORSTEN AND JEREMY MET ON THE ELEONORE
AS THE SHIP WAS BLOCKED AT THE PORT OF
POZZALO IN SICILY (ITALY). ELEONORE WAS

CONFISCATED FOR ALMOST TWO VYEARS (FROM
SEPTEMBER 2019 TO JUNE 2021), THE TIME THAT
THE COURT TOOK TO DROP THE CHARGES AGAINST
THE CAPTAIN FOR ENTERING THE ITALIAN PORT
WITHOUT AUTHORISATION.

THE SHORT ETHNOGRAPHIC STORY, WHICH BRINGS
THE READER THROUGH THE ONE AND ONLY
MISSION OF ELEONORE, IS ABOUT SEARCH AND
RESCUE AND THE EFFECT OF CRIMINALISATION.
THE TITLE “NOT WELCOME!” POINTS TO THE
DETERRENT EUROPEAN MIGRATION AND BORDER
POLICY DIRECTED AGAINST BOTH MIGRANTS AND
SEARCH AND RESCUE ACTIVISTS.

THE STORY EXPLORES SEVERAL THEMES THAT
EMERGED FROM THE FIELDWORK: THE ROLE OF
MEDIA  AND  POLITICAL  DISCOURSES, THE
REPRESENTATION OF MIGRANTS AND THOSE WHO
TRY TO HELP THEM, AND THE VIOLENCE OF/AT
THE BORDER.

WE ARE THE ELEONORE,
WE HAVE 101 SURVIVORS
ON BOARD. WE REQUEST
TO DISEMBARK IN
VALLETTA.

I

WE HAVE NEITHER
THE PHYSICAL CAPACITY
NOR THE CAPABILITY
TO LET THE MIGRANTS
DISEMBARK,

EVEN TEMPORARILY.

MUSCAT, PRIME MINISTER

N

OF MALTA

pAaYsS 5, 6, 7...

WE CANNOT ACCEPT THIS
SITUATION. IN THE NAME OF
HUMANITARIANISM, WE PLAY

INTO THE HANDS OF THE
SMUGGLERS BY REDUCING THE
COST OF PASSAGE FOR THEM.
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sA MACRON,
FRENCH PRESIDENT

SYLVAIN ADAM IS A GRAPHIC ARTIST AND AN
ARCHITECT, SPECIALISED IN PARTICIPATORY
PROCESSES IN URBAN PLANNING (RECENT
PUBLICATION: "LUTTER POUR LA CITE, HABITANT-
ES FACE A LA DEMOLITION URBAINE",
MONTREUIL, EDITIONS DE LA DERNIERE LETTRE,
2022, WITH APPUIlI/ RENAISSANCE DES GROUX).

SETTLED IN ATHENS IN 2021, HE IS INVOLVED IN
SEVERAL GRAPHIC PROJECTS AND IS WORKING IN
THE COOPERATIVE COMMON SPACE (ONGOING
PROJECTS: "100 MEMORIES", "FAIRVILLE".

CONTACT: SYLVAINADAM55@GMAIL.COM

2"¢ PARTICIPATORY DESIGN CONFERENCE

Transforming the City:
Public Space & Environ

ment

Inequalities & Democracy

PERMISSION DENIED!
PLEASE STAY OUTSIDE
THE 12 MILE ZONE. é
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WARNING,
WE CAN'T
STAY HERE.

HEAD FOR
SICILY!

TO BE PUBLISHED BY PM PRESS IN 2025
WWW.CRIMSCAPES.DE

JEREMY GEERAERT IS AN ACTIVIST AND AN
ANTHROPOLOGIST BASED IN PARIS AND BERLIN.
HIS RESEARCH FOCUSES ON MIGRATION POLICY,
ACTIVISM, AND CRIMINALIZATION.

HE IS PART OF THE MEDIBURO COLLECTIVE IN
BERLIN WHICH FIGHTS FOR THE ACCESS TO
HEALTHCARE FOR ILLEGALIZED MIGRANTS.

CONTACT: GEERAERT.J@GMAIL.COM

PARTICI
PATORY

EFTALTHPIO XNPIKOY, ALTKOY & I

NEPBAAMONTIKOY EYMMETOXIKQY DXEMAIMOY
A THN MPOZAPMOMH ETHN KAIMATIKH AMAH
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https://www.participatorylab.org/




