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Introduction
“This research uses Paros Island as a case study, to analyze spatial and environmental repercussions of what is perceived as
an endless sprawl pattern of development, heavily transforming the traditional and ex-agricultural island territory into an
idiosyncratic type of “city” for tourism. A spatial analysis perspective is adopted, underlining the dead ends of such a
spatial/developmental process, also investigating the role of bottom-up social movements to question the economically driven
business-as-usual scenario and to envision a climate-resilient and socially and environmentally-just future”.

Theoretical Background

‘A common ascertainment of people visiting the Greek
Islands during the past decades is their sudden
transformation into an idiosyncratic form of “cities” during the
summer period, as a result of the accelerating expansion of
tourism facilities, vacation houses and related infrastructure.
Especially in the case of small or medium-sized,
highly-reputable island destinations this could lead to
overtourism (Lagarias et al., 2023) with a seasonal population
exceeding the carrying capacity of places, thereby posing
extreme pressure on natural resources, municipality services,
healthcare system etc. Spatial patterns of development can
be particularly dispersed encroaching across the island
territories in a highly unregulated way, and resulting to what
we could describe as “endless sprawl”. Our main hypothesis is
that such a procedure could severely threaten the spatial
resilience of islands, increasing vulnerability to climate-related
risks like drought, coastal erosion, and biodiversity loss, also
leading to irreversible land degradation and hampering efforts
for a climate-resilient future”.

Methodology & Data
‘GIS-based methods are applied in order to analyze the
emerging patterns of urban sprawl in Paros. Methodology is
based on the analysis of geospatial data, regarding the
built-up environment (IMP database), combined by data
regarding natural/agricultural resources and geomorphology,
to assess recent land use changes’.
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Imperviousness High Resolution Layer (IMP)
https://land.copernicus.eu/pan-european/high-resol
ution-layers/imperviousness
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